L.A.R.S. Fox Hunt of 09-20-08

By Dr. Peter Rock KJ4ND, “The Lead Hound”
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We met over by the London Public Library on a hill. The fox came on about 10 am. Tony KI4VMN and his son, and Jim WA4HAR met me there. We took some readings and the fox was varying widely in intensity, from 1 bar to 6 bars on the ht. The direction was to the southeast.  I plotted it on the map, and it looked like it could be in Levi Jackson State Park. We got in our vehicles, and started driving that way. I turned onto 229 heading south. The signal got very strong as I got close to the park. I entered by the pool area, and drove slowly along. The signal was very strong. I took some readings, and got some confusing results. I finally got to an area that I could hear one of the foxes (there were 2) on the ht alone without its antenna. I was now on foot, and soon found the first fox. The second one was much harder, as it was much weaker, about 2 bars versus about 10.  And there would only be about 1 second between IDs when I could hear the second fox by itself. I finally got a reading, and headed to that area, where Stan KD4ERF and Jim N4ICU were. I got on foot, and managed to find the signal, and the second fox. I could not hang around, since I had to make a trip to visit family up in northern KY. I know that Tony and his son found the first fox. And found out that Jim WA4HAR had the wrong freq for the fox, and told him the correct one. So the rest of the hunt I do not know what happened. 

It was a challenging hunt .

73's 

Peter KJ4ND 
L.A.R.S. Fox Hunt of 09-20-08

By Tony Anders, one of the “hounds”
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After a late night of building a new directional antenna for us to use, Austin and I got up and got ready to go hunt the sneaky fox.  I was curious as to where the fox could be hidden this time, since Stanley talked about the possibility of hiding one underground.  


Austin and I hit the road about 9:30 and I noticed I needed a little fuel so we drove over to Corbin. On the way up we got a signal from the fox about the weigh station on the interstate. 

We got to the library about five minutes after ten or so. Peter and Jim were already there.  We took a reading and the signal was to the south.  Peter said we would go check the park and Jim decided to run down highway 25 and go into the park entrance that way.  I decided to go on to 363 and check the signals from there.  

We was almost back to the park entrance on 25 when I heard Peter call I found one of the foxes.  Austin and I drove on into the park and the signal was beginning to get stronger.  We drove down to the lower picnic area and I seen Stanley, I got out and took a reading, this time the ‘tweety bird’ signal seemed to be coming N-NE from where we was.  I talked to Stanley and asked if Peter had already found the one here. Stanley said he hadn’t seen Peter.  Maybe I was in the wrong spot. 

Back in the truck and back up to the ranger station, now we are hearing a second signal. We got out there and found the signal coming from down around the bike path.  In to the woods and tromping around signal getting stronger, off with the antenna and dialing down 10kz.;Still getting a big signal! It has to be here somewhere, I told Austin.  Behind a tree was a clump of what appeared to be grass, but looking closer, no, it was a camo cloth.  Those little sneaks, I remembered thinking. There is the first one. Let’s go look in the other parking area for the second one. 

Arriving at the second parking area, where I had been before, I seen Stan still there and we started getting a better signal.  The small antenna was picking up a signal to the N-NE again.  We walked into the woods and found a trail.  We walked a little further and the signal decreased. Back towards the truck, up came the signal.  I sent Austin to look behind every tree we thought big enough to hide the transmitter.  No luck! I told Austin look up in the trees, it may be hanging somewhere.  We was about to head back to the truck and start again looking when I happen to see, there by one of the first trees we came by when we came into the woods was the little transmitter.  I told Austin to look there and I remember him saying, “How did we miss that?” 

While waiting for Jim to find the foxes we ran into a couple of guys, brothers from out of town, one which was a ham himself. They was there for a reunion and was intrigued with the fox hunt, so much so that the one gentleman stated he was going to start studying to get his license. 

After going back over to the first hiding spot we found Jim.  We talked some and I was looking at his tape measure beams.  I think I will try to make me some of those.  We chatted for a while and noticed the Park Ranger pulling in to the parking lot. 

“Fellows,” I remember him saying. “I have had several people ask me what was going on.” He said with a smile on his face. 

We explained to him what we was doing and how it might help in locating lost or stolen transmitters that someone may be illegally using.  He was very interested and talked like he might come by a meeting and see about getting his license as well.  

We said good byes and were about to head home, when the ranger’s radio had a message come across. They had a snake around the store there in the park and needed some assistance.  We drove down to aid in the capture and release of the reptile, to our surprise someone already had the little fellow and had the situation under control. It was a small snake about the size of a large night crawler. A small hog nose snake.

 We decided it was time to go get some food. We had a real good time with the hunt. Thanks Stanley and Jim for hiding them in such challenging spots.  

73 and May God Bless 

KI4VMN-Tony 

L.A.R.S. Fox Hunt of 09-20-08

By Jim Russell N4ICU, the “Sneaky Fox”
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After e-mailing Stanley, KD4ERF, I charged some, and then went to sleep.  Saturday morning Regina & I put all the radios, camera, GPS and batteries into the car and headed to the meet Stanley & Virginia.  After breakfast we went to Levi Jackson Park. Stanley and I decided where to setup the separate Foxes. ICU FOX was placed behind a tree on the walking path.  ICU FOX consisted of an ICOM IC2-AT, with the Fox controller and a gel-cell battery pack all sitting at the base of the tree and covered with a piece of camo.  Then the FOX was turned on at 10:00 AM. Also, Stanley was using a PicConn with an HT using it as the ERF FOX and placed it behind another tree, but ran that antenna up in the tree!  This placement caused the hunters some grief!

GPS said  37° 04.966’ N


          84° 02.789 W


    1223 feet amsl

The 146.61 rpt, was used by the hounds and the following was transcribed from that.  And Jim stayed up at Stanley’s Fox’s hiding site, in the shade…

10:00    FOX’s are on!

10:01
Tony, KF4VMN, I think, said the signal was real loud, over deviated.

10:04
Tony said, noisy, don’t know..

10:06
Tony on 363, now don’t hear it..

10:07
Peter, KJ4ND, said it’s real loud.

10:07    Jim, WA4HAR, called Peter and asked Library?

10:08
Jim said he was pulling into Library

10:09
Jim said signal was going up and in amplitude!

10:09
Rodney, KG4LKY, said maybe it’s the battery!

10:09
Somebody just said, Sneaky!

10:20
Tony is calling someone?

10:22    Tony said he was going down 25E ?  (Ed. 25W  maybe ?)

10:23
Tony is now going down 363.

10:23
Someone said that they hadn’t heard anything yet, at Laurel Tech School.

10:29
Marvin, AG4RE, called Peter, what is Fox frequency?

10:30
Tony heard something by Sublimity School, lost it. Now 1, 2, 3 bars.

10:30
Tony hears Fox, has 3 – 4 bars behind So. Laurel Bus Garage.

10:32
Peter is up at Stanley’s Fox, pretty loud here!

10:33
Peter decided it wasn’t here, Left here to go somewhere else !!!

10:35
Peter called N4ICU and said he found the ICU Fox !!!

10:42
Tony and Austin (at Stanley Fox) said it’s not here 

10:43
Tony and Austin left to look for Fox !

10:53
Peter here, using 2 different antennas .

10:54
Peter Left again.

10:57
Tony says he has found nothing.

11:09
Peter is back!

11:10
Peter found the ERF FOX !!

11:18
Peter called N4ICU and said Tony just found ICU Fox.

11:19
Peter and Jim, HAR, determined that he was off frequency.

11:23
Peter asked N4ICU if the Foxes were still barking on 147.550 MHz

11:45
Tony and Austin found the ERF FOX!

12:00
FOXes are turned off.

During and after the hunt we enjoyed the conversations about radios, antennas, radio propagation, reflections and signal strength!  And also much was discussed about using two Foxes only about 125 wavelengths apart !!  Two Foxes that close together really messed with DF’ing  and minds !!

We also met a Ham from Letcher Co., Vernice, KE4NEZ.  And we talked with some more radio people that had come to a family reunion at the park.

We had a really good time this morning and were glad to see all the hounds out for the FOX(s),

73 & GOD Bless

Jim  BJ  N4ICU    FOX    Hard to Find Fox     Treed Fox     Sneaky Fox    

 L.A.R.S. Fox Hunt of 09-20-08

By Austin Anders, one of the “hounds”
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Austin Anders looks up a tree for the fox transmitter as Tony Anders KI4VMN shields the radio.
I woke up like I usually do and Dad and I drove over to Corbin to get some gas. 

I got the directional antenna out and pointed it north.  I didn’t think I would get anything, so I unhooked the directional antenna and we drove to London. There we met Peter and Jim at the top of the hill behind the library. We took a reading and found it pointing south.  

We went by the bus garage, to highway 363 and then to Levi Jackson Park. The radios were both there at the park.

73 & God Bless

Austin Anders

(KI4VMN’s Son)

